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Korea there was secular improvement throughout. 
High growth rates for exports and imports charac-
terized both countries, Korea having slightly 
higher growth rates. Chapter 3 presents estimates 
for growth of equipment and structures; these are 
then combined and deflated for price change to 
show capital stock growth. In Taiwan capital stock 
increased rapidly in the first decade, declined dur-
ing the 1910s and then rose, but more slowly than 
in the early period. In Korea, structures expanded 
as rapidly as in Japan but capital equipment in-
creased more rapidly. Chapter 4 examines govern-
ment expenditures and specific kinds of spending. 
In Taiwan government spending for capital for-
mation rose rapidly until the early 1910s, declined, 
and then rose after the mid-1920s. In Korea, a 
similar cycle occurred. 
The final chapter attempts a synthesis by ar-
ranging the preceding key indicators within a 
gross national expenditures framework. This con-
ceptual approach is not very satisfying; the com-
parisons raise more questions than they answer. 
This study confirms that colonial economic growth 
depended upon Japanese demand for colonial 
products and capital transfers from Japan. Future 
research ought to identify how these capital flows 
and colonial policy determined sectoral growth 
and influenced trade. I believe the new price in-
dices to measure real wage change in Taiwan and 
Korea are the study's outstanding contribution. 
Other statistical studies by Professor Mizoguchi 
and his associates are expected to follow, as the 
Japanese government is now supporting their study 
of the economic activities of Japanese abroad in 
the pre-war period. 
RAMON H. MYERS 
Hoover Institution 
The Chinese City Between Two Worlds. ED-
ITED BY MARK ELVIN AND G. WILLIAM 
SKINNER. Stanford: Stanford University 
Press, 1974. xiii, 384 pp. Maps, Tables, 
Notes, Character List, Index. $18. 75 
This is the second in the three-volume series of 
papers from the 1968-69 conferences on the Chi-
nese city held under the auspices of the Sub-
committee on Research on Chinese Society of the 
Joint Committee on Contemporary China of the 
Social Science Research Council and the American 
Council of Learned Societies. 
This volume contains twelve essays spanning a 
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wide range of topics and demonstrating an impres-
sive command of scholarship. Among them, the 
essay by Rhoads Murphey, "The Treaty Ports and 
China's Modernization" (also available as Mich-
igan Paper in Chinese Studies #7, Center for Chi-
nese Studies, Univ. of Michigan, 1970) is clearly 
the most important, ambitious, and controversial. 
Professor Murphey's thesis has already become 
familiar to many of us, and has stimulated con-
siderable discussion. Stated simply, it is that the 
treaty ports made little permanent contribution to 
the modernization of China because they con-
stituted, in effect, a separate world which was 
ineffective in penetrating the larger, essentially 
self-sufficient and self-contained Chinese world. 
By the same token, the economic damage and dis-
location caused by the treaty ports was more 
limited than generally believed. Murphey argues 
that the Chinese economy was relatively prosperous 
until the twentieth century; he cautions us not to 
read the deteriorating social and economic con-
ditions of the 1920-49 period back into the nine-
teenth century. Although the case for economic 
dualism in modern China was stated earlier by 
Professor Chi-ming Hou, particularly in reference 
to foreign trade and investment, Murphey presents 
his thesis in a broader cultural-institutional per-
spective, through which he sees the main impact of 
treaty ports as psychological rather than economic. 
Although the evidence he adduces is suggestive 
rather than conclusive, his essay is so wide-ranging 
and provocative that it should help determine the 
contours of investigation in economic and in-
stitutional history for many years to come. In this 
sense it can be said to be a seminal work. 
Another essay in this volume lends support to 
Murphey's ideas. David D. Buck's "Educational 
Modernization in Tsinan, 1899-1937'' skillfully 
shows how the introduction of modern educa-
tion-which was concentrated in the cities-tend-
ed to widen the gap between the cities and coun-
tryside, and create a new type of elite. The 
author's larger purpose is to show how the chang-
ing political context in the twentieth century deter-
mined the attitudes toward, and the control of, the 
educational system. However, he concludes by ob-
serving that throughout these twentieth century 
changes, the gentry continued to dominate educa-
tion. 
There are four other essays that, in one way or 
another, deal with the problem of continuity and 
change in the urban elite in modern China. Susan 
Mann Jones's "The Ningpo Pang and Financial 
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Power at Shanghai" shows that the power of the 
Ningpo clique of merchants at Shanghai provided 
an element of continuity through several phases of 
transition in the modern period. Similarly, Mark 
Elvin's essay "The Administration of Shanghai, 
1905-1914" stresses the ability of the traditional 
elites to adapt to-and indeed aid-the process of 
change. He sees the Chinese Shanghai City Coun-
cil as having its roots in several traditional Chinese 
institutions-gentry charities, merchant guilds, 
and specialized administrative boards-as well as 
being a response to the western model of munici-
pal government found in the Shanghai Municipal 
Council, which governed the International Settle-
ment. 
Unlike Jones and Elvin, Edward J. M. Rhoads 
tends to emphasize change and conflict rather than 
continuity. In his study "Merchant Associations in 
Canton, 1895-1911," he shows how the merchants 
of Canton gradually assumed a larger role in poli-
tics, despite the opposition of the gentry. This 
suggests that class interests were more sharply 
drawn at Canton than at Shanghai, where gentry 
and merchant interests tended to overlap to a 
greater degree. However, Rhoads also speaks of a 
gentry-merchant alliance represented in the Can-
ton Chamber of Commerce, which was formed in 
1905. The more influential merchants tended to 
gravitate toward this group, while the interests of 
the smaller merchants were represented by an-
other organization called "The Seventy-two 
Guilds." Shirley S. Garrett's article "The Cham-
bers of Commerce and the YMCA" traces the 
development of Chambers of Commerce after 1911, 
and their growing political and economic influence 
in the major cities. Although active promoters of 
nationalistic movements, by the mid-192os the 
Chambers of Commerce, particularly at Shanghai, 
increasingly represented the interests of big busi-
ness-or in the author's words, "the upper middle 
class." The YMCA, which is the subject of the 
second half of this article, was another institution 
that reflected the interests of the urban middle 
class. 
These four essays-as well as Buck's, to a 
certain extent-demonstrate the need for clari-
fication and refinement of the conventional cate-
gories of social classification to which we have 
been accustomed. The proper definition of the 
term "gentry," when applied to the late tradi-
tional period of Chinese history, has posed enough 
difficulties; but the use of the term for the post-
1911 period, in the absence of a formal exam-
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ination and bureaucratic structure, becomes even 
more problematic. When we speak of "mer-
chants" and "gentry" in the treaty ports, are we 
speaking of one or two, or more, conceptually 
distinct groups? When are we justified in speaking 
of an urban ·'middle class,·· not to mention a 
"bourgeoisie'? Perhaps the time has come for 
someone to synthesize the existing scholarship on 
these subjects and suggest a more meaningful 
framework for analyzing the social history of the 
early twentieth century. 
There are two articles that relate urban systems 
to other systems of organization. Winston Hsieh's 
"Peasant Insurrection and the Marketing Hier-
archy in the Canton Delta, 1911" shows that the 
pattern of uprisings in the Canton delta during the 
1911 revolution can be explained better in terms of 
the marketing hierarchy, as developed by Profes-
sor Skinner in his earlier work, than by the formal 
administrative structure of the area. In addition, 
his analysis shows that dissident groups came from 
prosperous localities that had recently experienced 
economic misfortunes. Robert A. Kapp's article 
"Chungking as a Center of Warlord Power, 
1926-1937'' shows how the Szechwan warlord, Liu 
Hsiang, and the merchants of Chungking achieved 
a relationship of mutual dependence and pro-
tection, which had the effect of promoting urban 
modernization to a certain extent. Like the Ch' ing 
administrative structure, the military-adminis-
trative structure created by Liu Hsiang was depen-
dent on the cities and was not well integrated with 
the system of local control, which was dependent 
on grass-roots leadership. Regrettably, Professor 
Kapp does not tell us whether he thinks the gap 
between formal administration and rural in-
frastructure was wider in the twentieth century 
than it had been under the Ch'ing. 
The last four articles deal with Taiwan, three of 
them based on data from recent fieldwork done 
there. A very interesting article by Stephan 
Feuchtwang. "City Temples in Taipei under 
Three Regimes," shows how the functional differ-
entiation of temples has changed with the differ-
ent political systems in which they have operated. 
Articles by Alden Speare, Jr., and by Bernard and 
Rita S. Gallin, analyze the patterns of rural-to-
urban migration in Taichung and Taipei respec-
tively, in particular, the relationship of migra-
tion patterns to family and village life. The article 
by the late Irene B. Taueber compares the patterns 
of migration in Japan, Taiwan, and Northeast 
China, using census data collected by the Japanese 
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in the 1920s and 1930s. Although it was not their 
intention, what these latter three studies suggest is 
the uniqueness of Taiwan, both before and after 
1945. Taueber points out that Taiwan in the 
1920s and 1930s was a case of relatively retarded 
city migration, and that Taiwan was demograph-
ically different from China, Japan, or any other 
occupied area of China. And although Speare 
claims that migration in Taiwan today represents 
change "in a Chinese society undergoing rapid 
urbanization and industrialization," he himself 
gives information demonstrating Taiwan's special 
characteristics. For example, much of Taiwan's 
industrial growth occurred outside its cities and 
was accompanied by steady agricultural improve-
ment. No doubt Taiwan's experience can be fit 
into an overall Chinese or Asian pattern of devel-
opment, but neither the authors nor the editors 
try to suggest what this pattern might be. 
It is disappointing that a collection of essays of 
such high quality should add so little to our total 
understanding of the role of cities in modern 
China. Unfortunately, the whole is somewhat less 
than the sum of the parts. To a certain extent, this 
is a weakness of all products of history-by-confer-
ence; but the lack of coherence is more apparent in 
this volume because the nature of the subject cries 
out for a higher degree of generalization and 
conceptualization than has been attempted here. 
The study of cities can incorporate many 
themes-demographic, cultural, economic, politi-
cal, and social; this book touches on almost all, 
but deals systematically with none. The themes 
seem to diverge rather than converge. What is 
needed is a temporal and spatial framework into 
which to fit the case studies. We need to know 
what cities were like in traditional China before 
we can begin to describe the process of transfor-
mation. These needs are acknowledged by the 
editors themselves. In his introduction, Professor 
Elvin suggests what one or two long-term trends 
may have been, but modestly declines to over-
generalize, pointing to the difficulty in distinguish-
ing between traditional and modern phenomena in 
the data available. In his preface, Professor Skin-
ner states that he hopes to remedy the deficiencies 
of this volume with subsequent publications; we 
eagerly await them. 
LILLIAN M. LI 
Swarthmore College 
Dazai Osamu. BY JAMES A. O'BRIEN. Boston: 
Twayne Publishers, 1975. 179 pp. Notes and 
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References, Selected Bibliography, Index. 
$8.50 
Professor O'Brien's introduction to Dazai 
Osamu's life and work (part of the estimable 
Twayne World Author series) is derived from a 
doctoral dissertation. This is not invariably the 
most auspicious source of literary production, yet 
O'Brien's book is not only accurate, well docu-
mented, and thoughtful, but eminently readable. 
Dazai's short, restless, tormented life-as re-
flected in so much of his writing-continues, al-
most three decades after the original "Dazai 
boom," to exert a profound fascination, especially 
among young Japanese readers, who most readily 
identify themselves with the quality and intensity 
of his malaise. After a turbulent career, drama-
tized by alcoholism, drug addiction, chaotic sexual 
involvements, repeated attempts at suicide 
(O'Brien's chronology records no less than three 
such efforts, occurring at the ages of 21, 26, and 
28), he finally succeeded in bringing his life to an 
end in 1948 on his thirty-ninth birthday by drown-
ing himself in the Tamagawa Watercourse, thus 
joining that distinguished company of modern 
Japanese novelists who chose suicide as their ulti-
mate solution. 
O'Brien divides Dazai's tumultuous life into 
five chronological sections, devoting one chapter to 
each; he focuses on the series of self-images that 
emerge in the respective periods of his work, and 
gives particularly valuable attention to the early 
writings that have often been ignored in favor of 
the later, more famous, novels. 
Though the formal approach is biographical, 
and though one could occasionally wish for some-
what more searching literary analysis and com-
parative approaches, O'Brien's study is rich in 
insights. Dazai, as he points out, is-in many 
respects-sui generis; his work does not fit readily 
into the history of modernJapanese literature. Yet 
he was clearly influenced by two major strains in 
the twentieth-century tradition, the shi-shosetsu 
("ich Roman") approach and-less obviously-
the Proletarian school of writing. A crucial point 
in understanding Dazai's work is the extent to 
which it belonged to the direct autobiographical 
approach so important in Japan since the pub-
lication of Tayama Katai 's Futon in 1907. There is 
no question that most of Dazai's novels and stories 
were intensely subjective, that he was more 
interested in ''archetypal'' personal experiences 
(O'Brien, p. 28) than in creating fictional charac-
